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I | FOUNDING A WILDERNESS;

Wilderness or unspoilt bush is the key
‘to the survival of humanity. Without
dense forests producing clean oxygen
in the city :as well as the country
~landscape, toxic gases produced by
man will finally lead to our destruction.
Over the years we have restricted our
gardens and parks to limited areas,
trimmed edges, lots of formal colour,
clipped and staked plants.
When travelling on the weekend it is
+ not uncommon to see man made
environments with badly broken or
manufactured second class ecosystems,

You the humble home gardener can
assist by putting in your few trees.

It is essential that many evergreen
varieties are planted, as the leaves
carry out the function of photosynthesis
Deciduous varieties are inactive in
winter so have little effect on toxic
gases produced by technology.

The more plants, the easier the job is.
It isn’t beyond anyone to create a tiny
wilderness in their own yard.

Dcline where you personally would
like to create a pathway or dispense
with the pathway

Most important put in ma plants;
natural selection, _ will cull your
wilderness.

Place heaps of old logs to encourage
bugs and small animals, apart from
being mterestmg to discover, they are
another important part of the
wilderness chain

Insects lurk under bark or in holiow
logs.

Honey producing plants bring back
native birds.

" an adventurous atmosphere but not to
. reduce light to nil.
ARer the plants have developed,

most interesting Vistas:

Rocks can be placed in piles to.allow
skinks: to ‘establish themselves and if
unstaked plants fall over, leave them
there as they will create a new
dimension to the garden.

Mulch the ground with wood chips,
old carpet covered with woodshavings,
orjust et the grass grow till it gets a bit
tall then cut itdown alittle at the start of
summer with a hand slasher till the
overhead  vegetated canopy finally
reduces grass growth because of lack of

.— light N

Wildemess areas, whether in your
own yard or a national park, are not a
fire hazard

1t is just that man wishes to compete

earth, much ") humam’ty‘s continuow;
undoing. .

for you your needs for survival.

Wildemess gardens cen produce
food if a selection of fruiting varieties
are planted within the wildemess. The
native bush reserve on the:comer of
Sturt Street and King's Wey has a
sprinkling of fejoa sellowiana (salad
fruit) — as you stroll through the park
you can pick some fresh fruit.

 You could put some bird boxes in the -
trees to £ncourage many of the birds to
make ydu garden their-home.

A man madé bush landscape that s
worth a.visit, is the Canterbury Road,
Albert Park Nature Trail, an extreme]y
~ pleasant walk.

For your own ideas look at Sturt:
* Street  Reserve, Centerbury Rosd
Nature Traitor go into the bush and get
slithe ideas you need, but you must put
‘yaur-stubby down, turn off the tranny,

dog-and hive,n good | look.

The trick is to plant to give your yard )

- pnthwaysmbedeﬁned,lendmgtoﬂw 4

and fight nature rather than share the .

Asaust nnmre and nature wﬂl produce :

 the bush.

oxygen:mechanics/plus the correction

from, it is therefore ' necessnry to

preserve the bush i in its living giory to
give humanity inspiration as well as
solitude; in the wilderness environment
humanity will-come closer to life itself,

Millions of people in the cities will
never expenence the peace and
serenity of the bush wilderness.

Not because they don't wish to but

because most are unaware of its visual,
spintual advantages.
. All of us.must be equal in spirit and
have the opportunity to experience the
bush, its wildemess landscape and
dreams. Because of the advertised lure
of the city, or those who can't leave,
most-of humanity has lost its earthly
contact with nature, This must be re-
stored. Notonly with verbal education,
but with a local visual expenence.

Referring to the abonginals burning
off thousands of years ago does not
justify making further mustakes; in
Tasmania not very long ‘ago our
forefathers wiped out a whole nation in
the name of progress

We should not create more farmiand,
just because Sidney Kidman got a
Knighthood for developing the centre
or in real terms, running more sheep to
the acre than the land could carry.

Victonia alone has one of the worst
salting and erosion problems in the
modern world because of progress
Baron Von Muetier in his wisdom gave
us blackbetries, some other fool pave
us European Carp

Modern technology in farming and
mining if continued in a irresponsible

manner, will most certamly be as
catastrophic as our previous histoncal
mistakes. -

The following philosophy is some-

thmg to think about
As humans, we:are born genetically,
‘We are influénced by cnvmmepl,

Then vanity sends us in & singular
motivated direction, '
Whereby we selfishly consider our
own rights,

Which in many cases adversely
affect others,

But what is most distubing, impedes
the right of nature itself.

So therefore, it is our responsibility
to become compatible with nature,
That has nio lesser right to this earth,
Than we, as mere humans.

It seems sad that this ebrth” has
existed for mitlions of years, modem
man will probably destroy it in some
100 years,

The town and citiesare where mostof
the death pollution is, so let’s reduce its
impact on urban/rural - landscapes.
Give us, including our chxldmn many
more years of hope. -

Let us not send thousands of people
to the bush in thelr $15,000 ‘roughing
it’ vans to further pollute and congest

With the possible energy crisis,
. however, it is now becoming increasingly .
difficult l‘or many people to reach the
otiter rural sector.

Life is very important to most ofus.

There is no question that we require o it
Orelse, .. lhl‘.\' option on the banks of the Yarra, The tradition qf“
. . Give the Yorra a po?

_planning, which means in reat terms,
planning for the survival of all life.
This can be achieved: bush plots,
streets planted as bush, restoration of
humble ecosystems, traffic islands that
breathe, return of native birds. In the
cities - and towrs the no-trees-all
concrete-and-asphalt  syndrom
again proving another blunder [
important, i .
objective should be ‘glanting and
afést existing .

technology. I give you .
E1:an|.m|1!sqmdl. work

Trees and their planters start young. .
vegetation, the South Port area.will grow in beauty

Perhaps remnants qfa campaign .

And the need for mutually desired

" help.

I serve nature, for nature has
unrestricted eompulsory needs;
So to work, for me, is to also serve

. nature, her plants and animals.

Any criticism of my methods and
enthusiasm,

Is in ignorance of the part which T am

privileged to play. .
For to work with the earth is a

hlessine Humanity caam avsrad o

. one way of ensuring urban; greennes: II‘ "our children leamn the value-of

. the cities and towns is essential for__.

S

&

e 3

Iamaservantof the land — . "«
To not serve the land, wnthhermany i
desires, :
Islonotworkfororwnhme,

As I wish to share a comon bond.
Visual as well as verbal education in

bush/wildemess survival -

“How many ofyousullﬂﬂnkthe
spider was a real threat t6 little M:ss
Muffet?”

Build yourself a *wilderness this.
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THE Victorian Football League
has dropped its opposition to a
project aimed at raising money
for community work.

The VFL last month refused
permission’ for groups. of
schoolchildren and Keep
Australia Beautiful Counecil
organisers to go to League
grounds and collect aluminium
cans for sale to Comalco Ltd.

The money was to be used for
special community projects, but the
plan was axed after the: VFL's

SIEP SOUT L)
AN LA TTHA

. % LESS litter at the footy — and money for

Properties Division said it wanted a
share of the revenue.

Now, after a conference between
the council’s special projects officer,
Mr. Brian' Carter, and the VFL's
administrative director, Mr. Eric
McCutchan, the idea has been given
the green light.

Soon, all League grounds will be
patrolled on Saturdays by groups of

% *

_charity ... a boy collects aluminium cans af
: the Lake Oval, South Melbourne.

:

TR

schoolchildren and Scouts. They will
collect the cans and take them to a
central point for pick-up by Comalco.

contractors.

Hundreds of large drums will be

placed at each League ground.

Mr. Carter said the campaign
would solve the League's litter
problems and help the community in

a practical way.

“Freda

T
X

aa

"FREDA Fasoulakis,

. 18, met her match
! today Mel-
* bourne player
' .. Laurie Fowler.

her maCh .

He expects the children w
between $250 and $300 eac
from the six League grounds.

Mr. McCutchan will a
managers of all grounds to co-
with the organisers. :

The scheme has been in of
on a trial basis at the
Melbourne ground for four we
has proved a success.

P —

meels

. —\ -.3.,«&(“"
But it was all in fun.
They met in the (ity
Square today to pro-
mote the Keep Aus-
tralia Beautiful eam-
paign.
Tomorrow it's back to
the serious side in
football when Mel-
bourne play | South
Melhyurne as season

1 L fake W



South Melbourne will launch an all-out fight

to control the city’s litter problems.

The last South Melbourne Council meeting approved

the anti-litter campaign,

GOUNCIL TIPS

 BUCKET OVER
. LITTERERS

| WARNING! Beware the traveller who dares litter the

l streets of South Metbourne.

Brian Carter, the man who .

wants an sil-out war ea
litterbugs.

Call for
dirty
suburb
award

1)

2w e

{ LITTER moid Jane Bowskill keeps an eye on Frank Taylor and Glen
Kernick to make sure they. help keep the. South Melbourne ground
' f92e of trash. ..

Eﬁouth Melbourne start

® Brian Carter, anti-litter man of South
- Melbourne.

Lets keep South-

By BARRY WATTS -

&

> -

girl can't fix.

itter

| COLLATED &
'PRESENTED

ON THE

10,“‘ JUNE 1975

eport

HERE'S nothing so dirty about e
Australian Feotball that a pretty RHYM‘RG

RUBBISH

South Melbourne’:
Gardens ond Re
serves Administrato
Mr. B. A. Carter
resorted to poetry
stress his  poin
about litter- in «
report to council o
the problem, Hi
.report ended:”

"What pity, por
.der the plants an
animals,
as they view thes
pigs of humans s
numerous and vair
and thanking th
Almighty that the
are confined t
cages of cities,

where they squa’
or in their own gat
bage, rotiing wit
rain.

‘swan’ song for litterbugs | S
| - clean and tidy

. South Melbourne’s gordens ond reserves administrator, Mr.
Brian Carter, has asked us to pass on a new year’s message to all

ratepayers.
Our indefatigable anti-i

| litter campaign wants (o

make sure that this year
South is cleaner, tidier
and more beautiful.

He said: “A happy New
Year to the South house-
holders who enjoyed their
~hristmas cheer, )
sots of Christmas pud,

vine, headaches and beer, -

oys for the kids and hap-
iiness of thought,

{he joy just to give of
"he presents we've bought.’
seven feet of tree shin-
ng in sheer delight,

“or children to dream, and
tlow in the night,

Fo remove after a while,’
The home clean and neat,
Keeping with the South!
Melbourne Christmas’
spirit. Anw throwing the
tree into the street .
So for the sake of our
arks, ourselves, our lanes
Fnd our streets, )
For 75" let's keep our
“South City, LEAN,
SBEAUTIFUL mdl&AT

Souih
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* An ecology-conscious community sefs an example
for all Australians who live in inner suburbs . ..

% BRIAN C(ARTER, o 35-yeor-old
garden expert, is living for the

= day when some mother com-

plains ta his council employers

" that her young son haes been
“lost in bushlond not more than

1 km from the heart of Melb-
ourne.

His other ambition is to be
blamed directly for changing
the suburb where he works
from semi-indusinal to bush,
complete with all the birds
ond insects that abound in
natural settings.

And, if the trees and shrubs al-
"feady planted continue to grow as
i well as they are, it will not be long
* kefore Brian's dreams come true.

. WA
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By BILL MOORHEAD

When Brian joined the South
Melbourne Council as gardens and
reserves administrator nearly
three years ago the city that
reaches to the outskirts of Melb-
ourne’s central. business district
was a sad and tired looking ares of
1589 km. s

It had the run-down appear-

ance of 3 municipality that had
celebrated its centenary 20
years earlier.

The streets were almost bare of

trees, footpaths were strictly for -

walking on, and planted nature
strips were few and far between.

continved overleaf

% RIGHT: Stone and tree trunk

seats are part of South Melb-

oume's natural look, and the
local council approves.

* GREEN foliage Eaaloh
concrete is the aim and lo-
cals help in the change-over.

% LEFT: A comer bushland

! on two major roads that lead

to Melbourne, 1 km. away.

* BELOW: Residents have

permission fo dig up the |
footpath to plant trees.
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THE ALBERT PARK SAGA GOES ON

Historically a few more incidents or interest in the quality of
the Albert Park over the last 30 years would have been wel-
come.

The sad part is that it has taken a motor racing track to
create enough interest, plus an offer of 93 million dollars or
more to upgrade the park, for some people to become vocal
for whatever reason.

The basic rationale and facts are:

L. That a small quantity of trees existed in Albert Park, two
thirds of which would have not been enough to keep a’
blow-fly alive for more than a few days and only a few
hours in winter, with little or no oxygen produced at all.

2. The Park with too few trees, central sludge pond most of

the time and grass cow paddock with an assembly of
dilapidated pig pens, for all my life anyway, is a 10th
rate landscape for any metropolis and wouldn't compare
with some small country town commons.

3. Iam sure John Diedrich would not accept a 10th rate

theatrical performance in a stage production. As a
landscape designer neither wil] I accept a 10th rate
landscape or entertain the idea.

4. For 30 years or more, locals, the Council and Albert Park

management committee have raised and spent peanuts
on the park, with the government of the day.

5. The park requires at least 200,000 plants to provide some

reasonable lungs for Melbourne and the neighbourhood.

6. Some Third World countries or Melbourne winos would

not accept some of the dilapidated buildings there now,
even to live in, that are promoted by some as buildings
with historic character,

7. In South Melbourne they have a reputation for being

nonchalant or forgetful. The RSL trees were removed
without any outcry, with the replacement of another
“Captain Cook" park. Reduced oxygen the criteria. Elms
have been planted along Canterbury Road and the
whisper is that all other trees will be removed when they
grow a little more. So it can look like good old England, a
tradition the boofheads seem intent on continuing to the
detriment of the Australian character and the health

of the environment, my children and all of us. Surely 157
years of errors is enough?

- Albert Park is often described by the "Captain Cook, let's

change Australia supporters” as a lovely English or
European common. Something I can do without.

- Ican remember that 30 years ago, if it had not been for

our ethnic friends, the beauty of the residentia]
architecture of Albert Park, South Melbourne etc. would:
have been lost.

10. There will be no more additional traffic in the area than

when St.Kilda and South Melbourne Football Clubs used
to play home games. People still went for a stroll with
the dogs and the kids. In fact, on Grand Prix days 20 or
30 cars would be in the park for these few days. Probably
35,000 less than went through it daily before works v
proceeded. Less pressure on the trees, less carbon
dioxide to break down on race day, but more methane
gas. So 200,000 plants are the answer? Getting rid of all
petrol driven vehicles all year from Albert Park would
be a more worthy campaign by protesters.

140

trion

Brian Carter
Newtown, Victoria

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

11. Probably some of the current protesters have already
sought compensation for damage to their South
Melbourne houses from trees in the street. A common
complaint in South Melbourne, but it is trees that help
them breathe, although deciduous trees only perform this
function 6 months of the year. So a 95% foundation of
evergreen trees and shrubs is not a consideration but a
necessity for replenishment of oxygen and pollution
filtration all the year.

12. Albert Park should become a park for all, not for selected
privileged use. A car race for a few days of the year is not
privileged, though expensive, and the park is still
available to all, with a possible “ear muff" industry to
blossom for that time. I will buy one.

13. I believe 6 times more people will use the park than

before if properly presented, even with a car race track
included.

14. AsI'work with long term unemployed, building parks, i
is necessary to provide change with environmental “long
term targets" to create jobs.

15. Previous innovations in the park had to be provided by
basically a working bee and a "beg" for a few thousand
dollars to build a worthy adventure playground. Now
we have an offer of 93 million dollars or so to do up the
whole park at the cost of the Grand Prix event. The
equation that is concluded by protesters is rather hard to
follow, especially as I know that "Time takes care of
everything, even money if given enough time".

As virtually nothing creative has been spent on the
park in the last 30 years, it seems odd that we should
bicker too much when 90 odd million is offered and a
bite of the tongue for a few years is all that is required.

16. Given time, 10 to 15 years, the "petrol event” Grand Prix

will probably be gone and we will race solar vehicles
around the park and commuter cycles. The track will also
become the world's grandest and largest pedestrian
promenade, landscaped in a fashion unseern or even
dreamed of before. (Let me do ity

It will be set in a multipurpose park without any
vehicles of a toxic nature and placed in amongst oxygen-
producing and toxin-filtering trees and shrubs, with a
greater adventure playground than a Captain Cook cow
paddock could offer.

Conclusion:

Every environmental achievement or successful campaign
has always come at a cost. Revitalisation of Albert Park is no
different. I do not see a Grand Prix as a big sacrifice, not
with 93 million dollars or more input, especially as it will be

gone in its current noisy, petrol-driven form in probably 10
to 15 years time.

This is the challenge, to ensure the surroundings of the

track are provided, ready for the final changeover in 10 to 15
years' time.

['am not a petrol-head, but they have rights and recrea-

tional needs also. The fact is it will be the petrol-heads, I
believe, who will revolutionise transport for the ordinary, to
a more silent, environmentally friendly stage but with a lot
of speed. And why not !

z6Y
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ion is a letter from the
of the Industries As-
ommission (Mr. Ratti-
e permanent head of
.ment of Labor and Im-
1 (Dr. \V.len»lu) last May
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e Upsl&f‘t.d Dr. Wilen-
begins “Dear Alf”.
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OVGI’ the S()uth \)75 goes Minus

The ‘City Square had its’ quietest |
demo yesterday. Twenty students §

John French
hopes, any near-city dweller
will be able to pop out of
his front door and go for a
stroll in a forest, spotting
n?tive animals and,  perhaps,
picking a few nuts or a piece
of fruit on the way.

Dr. French, a senior research
scientist with the Division of
Building Research, CSIRO, sees
urban forests ﬁllmv a practxcal
and aestheti¢ future need.

-~ He would like to see public-
open space, freeway and drainage
easements, dormitory streets and

~plan

verge betw n

f they app
half the pavement will be tak

planted out.

Dr. French got bitten - by the
urban forest bug last .summer
while corresponding with -sci
tists in other parts of the wor
about the problem of Dutch Elm

disease after‘the drsease-carrymg

beetle was found in Melbourne.

The problem,
that Foresters tend to replace
natural eco-systems with mono-
cultures, communities domninated
by a smgle specxes and when
that species is attacked, forests
are denuded.

Forest planting restores a bal-
ance of natural mLcracnon and
spreads the risk.

Besides, Dr. French poiits out,
83 per cenl. of Australians live

%uarte acre housing blocks .
plante out with trees that ¢on be -

up. Intersections would also bs

in his terms, ns"'

takmg
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in towns that are eating up an- -
extra 26,000 acres of arable land.
" each year and it is time dur over-:
¢ paved cxtxte, were pul: to some

and .symbolic. beauty:
Iu the nex
put in 50,000 plant.-.

“We are moving l’rank:ton up’ ;

to South \Ie}bourne." said Mr.

(.arth ]

" the  trike ‘race. Thos, ;
3 should telephone 347

five years they \vxll ‘

If possible, the Federal Govern-
ment's $4000 million petrodollar }
quest is looking even more un-
likely. The Arabs themselves are
trying to borrow a few billion
from the West.

Algeria wants to borrow up to
$U.5.1000 million this year, ac-
cording to the U.S. publication,
Business Week.

Irak wants to borrow $500 mil-
lion and has already borrowed
$U.8.200 million from Saudi Ara-
bia and $U.S.1000 million from
Japan.

Iran is expected to be seekma

$U.S.100 million early next year. |

Oman is borrowing $U.S.50 mil-
lion. -

Even' Saudi Arabna is. expected
to go into hock, being
keen as our own Government (o
spend now and pay later.

PROSH

squatted for breakfast but the
only incident was
policemen: bought badges saying
“Minus Makes PROSH Plus™.

PROSH, Melbourne University’s |
* fun-fund-raising, this week is giv-

ing all its proceeds to the Minus
Children’s Appeal.

\

"There will be concerts, eating, |
a scavenger hunt, a city collection }-
and a trike race to Melboumme |
starting from Portsea Post Office |

at 7 am.. tomorrow
Sponsors are stx

rmlhon a year =
Are you hstemng, Canberra._

Another first. for Sydney. Royal:
North Shore Hospital ~
held a one-day bereavement semi-
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Sick planes to be felled
as part of sustainable

re Iacement
MEﬁO;é is set to %Ig

i eventually lose most of its
 traditional plane trees under a
¢ city council plan to diversify its

green canopy.

Sixteen London plane trees
have just been removed from
Flinders St above the rail yards
after the council said they had
been damaged by vehicles and

- posed a safety risk.

They will be replaced by 20

: lemon-scented gums as part of
: streetscape works that will in-
: clude a new tram super stop
‘ between Russell and Exhibi-

tion streets.

Melbourne City Council
environment portfolio chair-
man Arron Wood said the
council had taken advantage of
the need for the tram stop to

 bring forward works under its

urban forest strategy.
“Even though it's always
sad to lose big mature trees like

* that, those 16 trees will be re-
. placed with 20 so we'll actually

get a better outcome in the
long term,” he said.

About 75 per cent of the

inner city’s trees are planes,
but the urban forest long-term
plan aims for one species to
have no more than 5 per cent
coverage,

Almost half of the city’s tree
population will be lost over the
next 20 years due mainly to ex-

.treme heat, damage and age-

ing, providing the opportunity

 to diversify the stock.

Cr Wood said the council

had added 15 new species over
. the past four years, with a total
! 0f 12,000 trees planted.

“When you've got too much
it leaves it

pollcy

CITY EDITO

susceptible to disease, and also
leaves (the city susceptible) to
the urban heat island effect,”
he said. “The more diversity
you can get, the more resilient
are your trees.”

It was revealed last year

that the council injects its

plane trees with hormones in a
bid to make them less irritating
for allergy sufferers.

The city’s tree canopy
would be increased from 22 per
cent now to 40 per cent by
2040 under the urban forest
strategy, while trees removed
from heritage parks and spaces
would be replaced with similar
species.

Cr Wood said that the strat-
egy had been picked up by
other councils around Austra-
lia, and later this month the
council would launch a special
template that municipalities

could use to develop their own:

urban forest plans.

The council owns about
70,000 trees, which are worth
an estimated $650 million.
john.masanauskas@néivs.com.au
Twitter: @IMasanauskas
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' ASPARAGUS
TIP GAFFE

| POLICE in rural Germany
' rushed out to track down a

reported mob of up to 15
people armed with knives
and sticks. Instead, they
found a group of asparagus

i barvesters.

Police in the town nf

Azcused killers "under a spell’

A FEMME fatale convinced
two men under her spell to
murder her former partner, the
Supreme Court has heard.

The trial of Torsten Trabert
and John Anthony Ryan
began yesterday over the mur-
der of Hawthorn gym owner

Wavna Amav an allaced ~ran_

PADRAIC MURPHY

controlled men and had been
involved in an intense drug-
fuelled sexual relationship
with Mr Trabert.

“Mr Trabert was infatuated

"with her. He left his wife and

rhildron ” Mr Qithart caid

a farm in Bittern they owned.
The dispute was the driving
force behind the murder, Mr
Silbert said.

Neither Mr Ryan nor Mr
Trabert knew Mr Amey well
but agreed to get involved in
the “contract killing” because

thay wara 1inder tha inflienca



